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By Rachel Robles | Lifestyles editor

In late March/early April of this year, volunteers
in Maggie Valley banded together and embarked on a
quest to feed the hungry and provide a sustainable food
source for the community.

That effort is being rewarded in the early reaches of
summer as the first crops of the first plantings are be-
ing harvested.

The garden behind Maggie Valley First Baptlst
Church is in full swing with an abundance of plants
— both vegetable and floral. Zucchini, squash, bell pep-
pers and tomatoes are starting to come in, and volun-

_ teers have already been able to pick a handful of early

arrivals for the kitchen. Eggplant, basil and green on-

ions are enthusiastically growing alongside several va-

rieties of flowers. ;

“We planted flowers to attract good bugs, like polli-
nators, and other flowers to discourage bad bugs,” said
June Johnson, a volunteer from Maggie Valley who
spends three to four hours every day working in the
gardens.

6 I am a big believer ... I read a
quote once that stuck with me —
‘Hunger does not exist in strong
community.” When a community
is weak and its members are go-
ing hungry, something is wrong. ¢ ¢

Maggie Valley community gardens feed, ’reoch glve hope
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June Johnson

Volunteers have been busy since the groundbreak-
ing in April. Volunteer Larry Hepler and the Maggie
Valley Public Works Department erected a sturdy fence
around the garden’s perimeter to keep out rabbits, deer
and elk. They also built the raised beds and installed
the underground irrigation system, and Hepler craft-
ed the decorative arch above the gate and the wooden
benches in the garden.

One of the garden’s crowning features is its 300-gal-

Jdon tank, acquired from M&M Tanks i in Canton at cost

that pulls water from Jonathan Creek, the stream di-
rectly behind the garden and irrigates the plants. Be-
cause of its proximity to the creek, the garden is en-
tirely organic.

“We have to be really careful about avoiding using
any kind of fertilizer or pesticides,” said Johnson.

* Growing continues on 7A







